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delight was able to identify it as the lost Gower manu-
script. He has now edited it with the rest of Gower's
works, and the complete edition of Gower was pub-
lished by the Clarendon Press in 1898.

It has always been assumed that the phrase of
Chaucer " Moral Gower" had a touch of kindly irony
in it, and this may be the fact. But it is at least
possible it was kindly commendation from the great
artist to the clever and high-minded friend whom
he certainly respected and admired. "Give me that
there shall be less vice and more virtue for my speak-
ing3' expresses Gower's aim accurately enough5 and
from an ethical standpoint there could scarcely be a
higher one,, And prosy and commonplace though he
be, the patriot as well as the poet may be seen in his
verse. Dr. Samuel Johnson describes him "as the
first of our authors who can properly be said to have
written English/' and there is no reason for demur-
ring to this statement. When he was .asked by the
young king, Richard II, to write him a new book,
Gower was an at an age when a man might be ex-
cused for laying down his pen. But the old man's
thoughts turned to the speech of his own people, in
whose language he had never written yet, and in this
his final work he resolves to put aside the learned
languages and write in his native tongue. For the
young king's sake he writes wisely, and out of his
life's experience, of the value and happiness of upright
living, as he had known them, and out of the lore of
legend and of history he writes of the evil wrought by
the Seven Deadly Sins. And with all his prosing they